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1 CORINTH. XY $3. 


For this corruptable muſt put on incorrup- 
tien, and this mortal mu/t put on immor- 
tality. 


HIS is part of a very remarkable Dit- 
courſe of St. Paul's , and indecd all 
his are ſuch. In it he treats of the 
great Article, by which our holy Re- 

ligion ſtands or falls, The Reſurrection of Chriſt ; 
as, likewiſe, of that of Chriſtian Men. For, 
here 
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1 S. John . | 
: & Jo" here he doesnot ſpeak of the entire Argument, 


AQ, 24 but of the Reſurre&ion to life. 
$+ 


Now, after having prov'd by ſeveral convin- 
cing Reaſons, that Chriſt is riſer, and that tho 
who are Chriſt's (hall rile alſo in God's due time, 
he procceds to the diſcovery of a myſterions Truth 
not hitherto unfolded to the Corinthians. This 
holy Secret conſiſteth of ewo Branches. "The firſt, 
1s the wonderful change which ſhall, of a fud- 
den, be made in the Bodies of thoſe true Chri- 
ſtians who ſhall be found alive at rhat time, 
when Chriſt ſhall come to judge that world, which 
with ſuch inſolence and ingratitude, ſet him at 
nought. © The Apoſtle ſhews that rchere ſhall 
then be no other ſeparation of the. Souls of the 
Juſt from their reipeCive Bodies, than what the 
Almighty power of God ſhall make by the tranl- 
mutation ot thoſe Bodies froma groſs toa heavenly 
trame. The ſecond, is thelike glorious alteration 
which ſhall be made at the laſt in the Bodies of 
thoſe, who, having ſlept in Chriſt, ſhall be rai- 
ſed again atthat day. Behold ( faith he ) I ſhew 
you a myſtery ; we ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſþall be 


changed, 


SI. 


hn 
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In a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye at the 52 
laſt Trump (for the Trumpet ſball ſound. ) [ ſome 
awakening Power ſhall go before the Heavenly 
King, when he delendeth with his Hoſt of, An- 
gels ] and the Dead ſball be raiſed incorruptible, 
we ſball bechanged. = 


For this corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 
this mortal muſk put on immortality. 


That which I. have to. lay, at preſent, upon. 
theſe. words may be reduced to four Heads... 


1, Thegrounds of the Belzef of a Chriſtian... 
concerning this change of a corruptible and mor- 
tal, . into an incorruptible and immortal. 


Body. 


2. The many and great advantages which will” 
accrue to thoſe whole bodies be at laſt in... 
in this extraordinary manner transfigured... 


« The means without which. no man ſhall at-- 
tain. this Bleſſed End. 


4. An Exhortation to the conſcientious uſe of - 
| #he 


be * the Kinc mdOurr i 
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the means, by which we may, with certainty, ar- 
rive at this Change, which will be ſo very much 
cvery way. for the better, that whenſoever we 
ſhall leave theſe earthly Tabernacles, Cin which we 
ſhall dwell but a few. dayes, ' and, peradventure 
whilſt thole laſt, incommodiouſly enough ) we may 
C by the grace of God and the miniſtration of his 
holy Angels ) be received into everlaſting habita- 


f10Ns. 


i. I begin with the grounds upon which we be- 
lieve that the Body ſhall be raifed and made Cz- 
leſtial in the Heavens, and corrupt no more; and 
dye no more, 


That the Body is mortal, is an Article in every 
mans Creed, though many live as if they had not 
{pent a thought abour dying, and upon, the ac- 
count which, after death-muſt be made by, them. 


x. Fe p. That the Body ſball riſe, was a Do&rine which 
10, Pies 


eo re. the Primitive Chriftians ſpake of with ſuch great 
vi en, AJUTANCE) that as the Heathen, in Minntius Felix, 


mai & oblerves, a man that heard them would almoſt 
CCH» 


mar. c. 6, think they themſelves were already riſen.” * And tho 


P- 57: the conceit of Origen + about a new Czleſtial bo- 


_ hh dy, 


—<_— 
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dy, inſtead of the glorified frame of the oli 
one ( atleaſt of the ideal» rudiments of it ) 
had been by his Followers entertained, © yer, 
they agreed with other Chriſtians in the poinc 
of a heavenly Tabernacle. Neverthelels,- all 
men in all Ages have not had a Faith equa] 
with theirs, but ſome ( eſpecially in ours fo 
over-run with  Scepticum ) have doubted con- 
cerning the Relurrefion and further Change” of 
this Body ; ſuch things entring with difficulty 
into our imaginations; of which. no Inſtance 
has been ſeen by us.' Notwithſtanding which, 
we have realon to believe this Change, 
though none have come out of their Graves 
to ſhewus it, 


And here, 1 appeal co all fſenfible men, 
whether That God who 1s the Author of 'Mo- 
/jon, by whichall Alterations in bodies aretmade, 
who brought this goodly Frame of the World 
out of an heep of indigeſted Matter, who 
formed che Body of Adam outof the Dult, who 
has ſo framed Nature, that a ſpring of Vege- 
tables ſhould ſucceed their death in Winter , 
who quickens dying . Seeds into beautiful Stems 


and Flowers and Fruit, who cauſed even the 
| B ary 
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ary rod of Aaron to bud, and bloſſom, and bring 
torth Almonds ; who has givenskill and power 
ro men, by Fire and other natural Cauſes , 
ro op:nand refine the groſle{t bodies in whole 
Pfal. 135: Book ( faith David ) were all our members 
"written, which incontinuance were faſhioned, when 
as yet there was none of them, who is pleaſed 
frequently to raiſe the Sick to Health. and 
Strength and Vigour, after they had ſuffer'd 
a long and tedious languiſhment, in which 
low Eſtate their Fleſh and their Spirits were 
wafted, and their Bones ſtood, as it were, 
ftaring upon them ; I appeal (I fay ) to allmen 
of ſound common ſenfe, whether that God who 
hath done theſe great things, is not. able to 
put together the parts of an humane bod 
which he made, contriv'd, and formerly joyn'd ; 
andto advance the frame of it from groſlneſs 
ro purity. To think he is not,is next to no,think- 
ing at all, and it is to reproach God's Power, 
and Knowledge and' Wildom, which 1s a peri- 


lous as welt as an injudicious and irreverend 


praCtice. 


How God will «ffe& the change of this Body, 
when he ſhall make it Caleftial, 1 pretend not 


ro 


—_— — —— 
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to explain. No man ( [ believe )can minute- 
ly tell how a grain of Muſtercſeed grows up 
into a Tree, or arboreſcent Plant. Ir is rue, 
we cannot properly call that part of this Do- 
Ctrine, which 1s revealed, any longer a My- 
ſftery. But there 15 (omething of it kept ſe- 
cret (till. God hath not been pleaſed fully 
ro dilcover the methods of his working this 
wonderful effe&t. It may tuffice, in this Do- 
Grine of Grace, ( as m thoſe of time, and 
place, and reſt, and wotionin Nature, ) that we 
know enough for our preſent uſe, though 
we know not all; and that weare ſure of the 
thing -it (elf, though we cannot comprehend 
the manner of it. 


Irtis more than barely credible, it is certain, 
Thar God, who can do all this, will at laſt 
do it, becauſe he has {aid he will. He who, 
on-earth cauſed the Faces of Mojes and Saint 
Stephen to ſhine, who tranflated Elias, in the 
Chariot of a bright and glorivus Cloud, into 
the Heavens; has told us, in his holy. Word 
( which ſhall not pals away, though this World 


thall ) that, art the cnd of it, the Righteous £,+-1.1, 


ball ſhine forth as the Sun, in The Kinglom of ++ 
their Faiher, 
- Thai 
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"bk That they who ſhall be accounted worthy t0 
obtain that World, and the Reſurreftion from 
the Dead, ſhall beequal with the Angels. 


2 Car.s, That if our carthly Howſe of this Tabernacle be 

E diſſolved, we bave a Building of God | a Divine 
Frame ], an Houſe not male with hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens. 


\ Cor. ie, That there is anatural and a ſpiritual Body : 

44-4*- and that, as we have born the Image of the 
earthly, we | Chriſtians | ſball alſo bear the 
image of the heavenly [ Adam |]. 

All this is further confirmed to us by the 
Occonomy of the Goſpel. That ſers forth 
Chriſt as the Perſon, who, on Earth, was 
transfigured in ſo admirablea manner, that bis 
Face did ſbine as the Sun, and his very Rayment 

St. Ma'- Was white as the Light, who bought ' both 
St. Mar. :- Body and Soul with an 1ncorruptible price 3 | 
» + ..g. phodicd and roſe again, That he might be Lord | 
»- both of the dead and living ; who roſe as a | 
publick. perſon, as the Head of his Church, in | 
order-to the Reſurreion of the members of it; | 
who, rifing from the Dead, became the firſt 
Fruits of them #bat ſlept , who, ( both to accom- 
medate himſelf ro theſe Regions, and to 
prove, 
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prove, beyond contradiction, that it was he 
himfelf and not a Spedre ; )* Took again his 
© body with fleſh, bones, and all things ap-,_.. Q 
© pertaining to the perfe@tion of Man's nature, 
and aſcended through the ſtarry Heavens into a Heb. 4-14. 
Region ſtill more pure, and had that body made 
Ccoleſtial , and ſtil] lives in that moſt heawen- 
ly form, and will come again and receive his 
true Diſciples into. that thrice happy Teruſa- 
lem , where he now is, and . will change their, . 
vile bodies, and faſhion them like 1tohis own 1 
glorious body, not aboliſhing the ſubſtance of 
them , but exalting the meannelſs and carth- 
lineſs of their preſent frame into Celeſtial 
az1lity and luſtre. 

And, indeed Philolophy ( ſuch as is not 
vain , though much is, eſpecially when it 
refines upon ſacred Myſteries, ) does plainly 
ſhew us, that a heavenly body is only fit 
for a heavenly Region, That a pure body is 
not in its element, unleſs it lives-and moves 
in pure ther. Upon which account, I ſuppoſe, 
Saint Paul himſelf obſerves that fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of | God above ; 1 cor. r;. 
neither doth corruption - inherit incorruption. 
It muſt be changed into a. body. that can- 


nor 


——_—_— 
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not corrupt or die, if it is to ſubſiſt moſt 
happily tor ever in an heavenly place : and 
ſuch is the place prepared for the Children 
of the ReſurreCtion. 

All this | being conſidered, it becomes us 
not to be. faithleſs, but believe that this 
mortal (hall put on immortality. For it is full 
out as abiurd ro retule to believe when 
there is a reaſon tor our Faith, as to be- 
lieve, With a torward credulity, when there 
15 NONE. 

The conſequence of this Belief is very 
comfortable : tar great and many are the ad- 
vantages derived to Chriſtians, by bein 
cloath'd with a Culeſtial Body : and that is rhe 

2d, Head which I propoled to dilcourle of. The 
very nature of the thing ſpeaks aloud, the 
benefit which will accrue to the m by the 
renovation of this Body. There is ſcarce a 
comparilon ro be admitted berwixt this ear. b- 
ly body, and that which (hall' be at the Ajcen- 
fron ot Chriſtians. They differ more than the 
lcaſt and dimmeſt Star, and the brighteſt and 
creatcſt Luminary in the Firmament of Hea- 
ven. Of this Sc. Paul takes notice in the for- 
tieth verſe of this Chapter, and thoſe which 
tollow it, ſaying, There are Cieleſtial Bodies and 
Bories 


— 
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Bodies Terreſtrial ; but the glory of the Coleftial js) or: 15, 
one, and the glory of the Lerreſtrial is another. 
There is one glory of the Sun,. and another cory... 1x. 
of the Moon, and another glory of the Stars ; 

or one Star differeth from another S:ar in glory. 

So: alſo is the Reſurrection of the Dead. | is 
own in corruption, it .is raiſed in incorruption',": 42 
lt is ſown in diſhonour, it 3s raiſed in glory : 
Itis ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power, v.4;- 
It. is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritu- ,, 4, 
al body. Happy are the people who are in 
{uch a Caſe. 

But, to deſcend to a more ſpecial conſidera- 
tion of this matter The happixeſs derived from: - 
the change of a natural to a ſpiritual body, 
confiſteth in a deliverance, 

1ſt, From the groſſneſs of the former, as it is 
a body of this fleſh and. blood. 

2dly, From the diſorderly motions of it, asit 
is a corr#ptible body. 

34ly, From the periſhing nature, decay and 
fall of it, as itis both a corruptible and mor- 
tal body. 

The firſt advantage which Chriſtians obtain 
by changing an earthly for an heavenly body, 
is deliverance from the groſineſ(s of the tormer 


as it is a body of this fleſh and blood. And 


this 
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this is a very valuable priviledge, upon thre, 
Accounts. 
1ſt. Vpon the account of a natural eaſe. 
2ly, Of Divine Contemplation 
3aly, Of Piety and Devotion. 
iſt. Chriſtians have a priviledge, by being 
freed from the groſneſs ot this body, upon the 
account of eaſe which is lo naturally deſired. 
wid. s. For ( as the Book of Solomon ſpeaks agreeable 
's toitstitle ) the corruptible body preſſeth down 
cw be the Soul. And, in that load and heavinels, there 
4"i7i = jslittle comfort. Seneca lays, of the body, that 


FuT ac Pt» 


raeft, wd jt is the weight and pain of the mind, and a 


— kind of Bond round about its Liberty. Our Of- 
in fice for the Burial of the Dead, calls it the 
catum tio burthen of the Fleſb. St. Panl, allo, makes this 
<:cnda- acknowledgment in 2 Cor. 5. 4. we who are 
1. in this Tabernacle do groan [ groan earneſtly. 
v. 2. ] being burdened. By this great change 
that which was formerly, a heavy and uneatic 
weight, becomes as wings and( as the Antients 

ſpeak ) a Celeſtial Chariot, to the Soul. 
aly, Another privilege enzoy'd by Chri- 
ſtians upon deliverance trom the greflnels of 
this body, is freedom from a mighty impedi- 
ment of Divine Contemplation. The Scrip- 


rure 
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Scripture teacheth us, That this viftible W orld 
(hall be renew'd, The Heavens and the Earth 
which are no v ſhall Perifh ; not in their Being, 
| but with reterence to their preſent Frame ; 
which, as it 1s, 1s a glorious Structure ; bur He 
who made all things, can and will Build ic bet- 
ter. This Earth and theſe Heavens ſhall be fold- 
ed np as im a Veſture, and be marvellouſly 
changed. Upon which, there (hall be zew Hea- 


vens, and a new Earth. 


H b. , 
Iv, 10,0 2s 


That Phraſe is in ſome Places metaphorically 
uſed, in ſetring forth a New and Excellent State 
of the Church. But, in St. Peter it is to be {zte- 2cr-3.3. 
rally underſtood of a New Frame of Nature, *'*'** 
afrerthe Old(reſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of 
Judgment) (hall be, by ſuch means, diſſolved, as 
the Earth was eace overflow'd by Water.But the 
Change in Noah's time was from better*to 
worſe ; this will be from worſe to much much 
better. Doubtletsit will be a glorious World 
which God will raiſe out of the Ruins of this. 


It is a World expected as a wonderful Blefling 
from the Promiſe of God. _ u 
C Now 


14 
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Now in this World, the Earthly Tabernacle weig- 
eth down ihe Mind that muſeth upon many things ; 


and it is from the groſſneſs of the Organs ot it 


that we think fo little, and diſcern fo little of 
the Beauty of Nature and Providence. And 
the more the Eye is help'd by Art, the more it 
raiſeth Admiration 1n him who confiders the 
Works of God. It letteth ina New World 
of Creatures, and an infinite - agreeable Variety 
ot Motions, Figures, and Contextures, which 
we diſcern nothing of by our naked Sight. 
And in ſuch Contemplation, there is more true 
and uſctul Pleaſure, than in all the Brutalities 
in which Senſual Men conſume their Time , 
Subſtance, and Health ; and waſte their Con- 
ſcience too. Now, it will be neceſſary for the 
Body to be Caleſtial, that it may be capa- 
ble of conſidering thoſe extraordinary Stamps 
and CharaGers of the Divine Power and Wail- 
dom which will be found upon a Celeftial and 
Incorruptible World ; the oblerving of which, 
will ( 1 believe }) be one of thoſe Exercites in 
which the Spirits of Juſt Men made Perfe& 
ſhall be moſt happily employ'd. For if theſe 
Heawens declare the Glory and Handy-work of _—_ ; 
thoſe 
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thoſe will much moredo lo ; and a Saint can- 
not be ſuch it he delights nor in that Mani- 
tcltation. 

34ly, Another Priviledge ariling irom our Deli- 
verance from the groſſneſs of this Body, is the rc- 
moval of a great hindrance of Piety and Devotion. 
It canrot but be an extreme. Mortification to 
thoſe who would litc up their Hearts ro God,and 
have their Converlation 1a Heaven, to feel {uch 
a preſſure and dulacts upon their Spirits as 
damps and deadens them 1n their Holy Admira- 
tions, Praiſes and Prayers. This eſpecially will be 
an extraordinary Grict to them when they ſet 
themſelves with all rhcic Heart and Soul and 
Might, to anſwer, wich the Degrees of their De- 
votion, the molt folema Occaſions of Pub- 
lick Worſhip ; ſuch as choſe of this Day, on 
which all that is within us ſhould bleſs the Name 
of God, who hath begotten us againtoa lively Hope 
by the Reſurrecion of Jeſus from the Dead. But 
when the Body is nut Reſtive, and the Spirits 
move as Handmaids to the Soul ; then, even here 
on Earth, it is raviſh'd with Religious Joy. 


The ſecond Adwvantage,which Chriſtians obtain, 
by changing an Earthly for an Heavenly Boy, is 
C 2 Deliverance 


—__— " 
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Deliverance ſrom the dijerderly Motions to which this 
Bod) is liable,as it is a Corruptible Body;whether the 
Spring of them be within, or from without ; and 
vrpon which account it may be called ( as it is in 
the Book of Wiſlom ) « Body that is ſubje uno 
$:z. Here frequently Sicknels and violent Tor- 
rare render Life not worthy the name of Life, 
and provoke the Patients to think, ſometimes, 
that Death moves very flowly towards them. 
Here, it many times happens, that one corrupt 
Member muſt be cut off tor the Preſervation of 
the reſt; though with certain Pain, and uncertain 
Hope. In this Body, the Warmth which is ſubſer- 
vent to Wit and: Elocntion, carries frequently 
withic a mixture of Extravagance & Indiſcretion. 
How o'ten does this Corruptible Frame bring ſuch 
Decays upon the Memory, that all things are 
almoſt forgotten, even Injuries themſelves ? tho 
of thisfort of Oblivion we have no reaſon to 
complain. What is more common to Man than 
the raging and ſwelling of unruly Paffions and 
Aﬀe&ions, whichare troubleſom bothto the Per- 
ſon ſo highly moved, and to the World to which 
he gives Diſturbance ? How often do unreaſona- 
ble Appetites and Inclinations become ſo impe- 


. tuous, and war with ſuch force againſt the Soul, in 


Men 
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Men who are not yet grown up into ſtrong Ha- 
birs of Grace,that the Good which they would 
do, that they do not : and the Evil which they 
would not do, that they do? How often do 
Fleih and Blood prejudice the Underſtanding by 
Enchuſiaftick Heat, which repreſents to ir 
Dreams and ſtrong deluſions and flaſhes of Mad- 
neſs in the Fancy, as immediate Illuminations 
trom God? How trequently docs it forma dark 
Cloud of Melancholy in the Imagination, and 
taſhion that Cloud into all the Shapes of Terror 
and Aﬀrightment, in good, though {crupulous 
Men ? Upon this account they cry out, ia their 
haſte, and in the anguiſh of their Souls, Will the **; 77 
Lord caſt off for ever? and will He befavourable no 
more? Is his Mercy clean gone for ever © Doth bis ” 
Promiſe fail for evermore* Hath God forgottento be ». 5. 
gracious? Hath be, in Anger, ſhut up his tender Mer- 
cies © Theſe, through the tumes of the Blood ra- 
ther than the guilt of the Conſcience are for a (ea- 
{on 1n this Lit. of all others the moſt milerable ; 
for ſuch a troubled Spirit whocan bear ? Never- 
theleſs,upon the whole, their condition is much 
ſafer and better than theirs who ſport with their 
Misfortunes, and mock at their Griefs, and-at 
the ſame time wallow in Sin without uw Re- 
x10n - 


— 
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flexion upon either the Criminalnc (5 or the Peri] 
of their own Senfuality. For thee Jatcer, at the 
drcadiul Day, ſhall have their Bodics made the 
moſt Diſbonourable and Unprofitable ot all Veſſels, 
whilſt thoſe of the former ſhall be chang'd into 
Veſſels of the higheſt Hononr and the greateſt Uſe, 
that Humane Nature 1s capable ot; and tuch 
they ſhall remain for ever. And that is 


The third ſort of Advantage which thoſe who 
are Chriſt's will be happy in ; that is to lay, a 
freedom from the periſbing nature, decay, and fall of 
this Body, as acorruptible mortal Body ; tor this 
Corruptible muſt put on [ncorruption,and this Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality.There are two things which 
all Men naturally defire ; 10 know an end of their 
Sufferings, and to have no end of their Happineſs. 
The way to the Accompliſhment of thele Deſires 
1s not ſhewn in the Schools of Zeno or Pla o. It 
is confeſsd, there was taught by them a cclc- 


> * ng«# brated but falle Doctrine ot the Reſtitution * of 
| a” the World. This they would have to be brought 


to pals in theRevolution of a certain Period of 
Time, in ſuch ſort, that all things ſhould come 
about again, and' be as they had been before for 
alike quantity of Durarion;and fo in — 

or 


4 


—. 
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for ever : From whence it would tullow, that 
this Corruptible Body, after it had puton Incor- 
ruption for a {ca{on, ſhould become corruprible 
avain, and mortal again. But in the School of 
Chriſt, we learn a Propoſition which 1s moſt 


Comtortable as well as moſt Frue; to wit, that 


after the Reſurrefion, Aſcenſion, and glorious: 
Change of this Body , all Groflneſs, all- diſor- 
derly Motion, all Pain and Trouble ſhall ceaſe ; 
but of the Felicity of the Chriſtian Man's 
Soul dwelling in it, there thail be no End. 
The Apoſtle aflures us , That Death, their 
laſt Enemy, ſball, it ſelf, be then deſtroy d. For 
the Lor1ſ Jeſus ]ſball deſcend from Heaven with a 


Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, and with 


the Trump of God ; and the Dead in Chriſt ſhalt 


riſe firſt ; then thoſe which are alive an1 remain, 
{all be caught up inbe Clouds together with thoſe 
that have been raiſed, to meet the ſame Lord in the 


Air, and ſo ſhall they be ever with the Lord. 


The Sting of Miſery is the Contiauance ot it; 
and Hell is the more Hell tor that. Contiguance 
alſo is the Heaven of Joy. It is made Perte& 
by our poſſeſſing it, without any Shadow of Sulpi- 


cion of being ever bereayed. of. it. And. thus 
it 
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ic will be aſter the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
Then ſhall be entirely fulhlled the Words of 
#oſcs 13 the Prophet Hoſea, He will ranſom thee from the 
Power of the Grave: He will rede:mthee from Death. 
O Death ! he will be thy Plague ; O Grave ! he will 
be thy 4. > Then ſhall be made good thoſe 
2 Cor.g.4. Words of St, Paul, Mortality ſhall be ſrallowed 
up of Life : Or, as he expreficth it, in the Words 
' Cor. 15. after the Text,----When this Corrup:ible ſball 
54 have put on Incorruption, and this Mortal ſhall 
have put on Immortality; Then ſhall be brought to 
paſs the Saying that is wyitten,written of old by the 
1a... Prophet Ijarab | Death is ſwallowed up in Vittory. 


Theſe which I have recounted, are ( you will 
lay ) very great advantages which a Chriſtian 
ſhall gain by changing this Earthly for a Heavenly 
Body. But, it may be, you will add, Why cannot 
the Soul be fully happy in it ſelf without any Body 
at all ; and happier than in a Body, though Incor- 
ruptible and Immortal ? 


To this, I think, it is proper to anſwer no 
more than thus much, in this ſhort Diſcourſe 
which is defign'd not for nice Diſpute, bur ſolid 
Edification. That is to ſay, That God who 


framed 
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framed his Creatures in divers Orders, made 
Man a Creature conſiſting of Sou] and Bocy 
and that it belongs to his Rank in the Creation 
to have them at laſt united again 3 Allo, That 
by the perteQeſt Union of them, a Creature of 
that Order is, as fuch, compleated both in his 
proper Being, and in the happinets -of it. Tv 
this 277 ou are( as | conceive ) the words of 


St. Paul. In rhis | Tabernacle ]wegroan earneſtly, : cor.s.:. 
deſiring to be Cloathed upon with onr Houſe which * © 


is from Heaven. If jo be that, being Cloathe1, we 
| fball not be found Naked. For we that are in this 
Tabernache do Groan, being burthened': Not that we 
world be Oncloathed, but Cloathed upon, that Mor- 
tality might be ſwallowed np of Life. He would not 


be without a Body at That day ( for of that time ye. ... 


he ſpeaks } but he is defirons that a Czlkeftial 
Form fhould be put upon Terreftrial Matter. 
There is a Oreftion tefs curtous than that 
which has been put, but exceedingly more uſe- 
fu ; ard 1r1s this. What ſhall we do that we 
may core at thefe {everal great Advantages of 
I ving at laſt in an Heavenly Body?And this is the 


Third Conſideration , and very fir for the 


Exerciie of onr Thoughts. For, in vain, do 
we 
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| we Philoſophize abour a Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
and a Spiritual Body, and an Heavenly World, 
without knowing and uſing the mcars of being 


happy in th-mn all. 


Thoſe mcars are the Conditio:.s of the Co- 
ver.ant of Graceto. which Chriſttans on their 
Parts have ſolemnly conſented, and which, 
by the aſſiſtance of God's Grace, they may and 
muſt pertorm; by their ſincere Obedience to 
Him. The way. to have better Bodies is to have 
more Virtuous Souls. God hath put us into this 
Body, as into the Habit of a Pilgrim en Earth, 
as Probationers tor a.moreexcellent Cloathing, 
And, according to our Patience, our Selt-denial, 
our keeping the Body in SubjeQion to the 
Mind, our governing the Appetites and Paſſions 
of it, ſo ſhail the Reſurretiona and Aſcenſion 

wiſd..150f it be. Righteouſneſs ( faith the Book of 
s. Wiſdom )is Immortal ; and the giving heed to her 
Laws is the aſſurance of Incorruption ; and Incor- 
ruption makgeth us near unto God. And he that 

will not awgke to Righteouſneſs ſhall noc 
aſcend to a ſtate of Incorruption. God: will 

not receive ſuch a Violater of his Laws into his 
elpecial Prelence. He will not admit ſo 
brutal 


———— 


before the K 1N 6 and Que EN. 23 


brutal a Creature into this Kingdom ; where 
there is nothing to gratifie 'che Inclinations of 
Fleſh and Blood. Such a Creature would ſtil 
be deſirous to Eat and Drink, and to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of a corruptible Body. 


We rile to Glory as Members . of Chriſt, 

who ( faith the Apoltle died for all, that theys >. ,, 
which live ſhould not live to themſelv:s, but un,o © 
bim who died for them and roje again. His true 
Members we cannot call our felves with an 
Propriety, if we fulfil not- the holy Vow we 
made to him when we were initiated into his 
Church, by reneuncing and forſaking all the ſinful 
Luſts of the Fleſb. St; P anl hath told the World 
19 expreſs Terms, That he that Soweth to the Fleſb, ;._., 

hall of the Fleſb Reap Corruption. He ſhall die 

trer the pampering of the Body with Epz- . 
carcan Art, and for that it may be, much the 
ſooner; ' He ſhall far. himlelf for Slaughter -) 
bur He who Soweth tothe Spirit ( who Feeds and 
Cuitivates the Soul with VWildom and Holinels) 
ſball of the Spirit Reap Life everlaſting 3 the Lite 
of an Immortal Soul .in an Immortal Body. 
Can it everbe.imagined ( or if it. be 1s it any 
'other than mere imagination, and'a very falle 
| ID 23 and 
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and groſ one too ) that Chriſt ſhall raiſe the 
Temple of this Body 'to a Celeſtial Houle, making 
that ſecond Temple much more glorious than 
thisfirſt, after ir has been wiltully Deſecrated by 
Man, and put to the vileſt ules of Jnlobricty 
and Luſt. Such Senſualities render this Bod 

more Earthly' ftill, and bury the Soul in ir, 
far arethey- trom promoting it to an Heavenly 
Eſtate. | 


The n 
grounds of hope, if he has expeQation of (ce- 
ing God facc to face with Eyes which haye been 


fallof Adultery ? and of praiſing God in Heaven 
with a Tongue that has: been (ct 6a Fire from. 


Hell, thas has Infolently. blaſphem'd him on 


Earth, and bicterly revil'd his Servants, perhaps 
becauſe they were his Servants, er fos reviling 


fake, The like may be faid of eyery Wicked- 
neſs done by the Soglt in this Earthly Taber- 
 nacle. | For we muſt all appesr before the Fudgment- 
feat of Chriſt, that every Man may receive the things 
dens in his Body, eccording to that he hath dane, whe- 


-  ther-it be Good or Evil. This is paxt of the Can- 


teffion of our Fairh which we have, this day, 
made in thele words. © At | Chriſt's ] coming 


« all. 


ent Sinner hopes againft all, 
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. ©* all Men ſhall riſe again with, their, , Bodies, 
© and give account of their\-own \Works;....and 
** they. that have done good thall go. into, Lite 
« everlaſting, and they-that have done Eyvil, unto 
* eycrlaſting Fire. Wherchore, | 


Fourthly, Knawing the Texrors. of the Los 4 
which will ſeize upon, the. Tngedly, and. bri 


them to DeſtraClion both of Body and Soul, and 


the joyful Eſtate of a happy Soul in a Celeſtial 


Body, which ſhall be the Pertion of all: thoſe - 


who walk, not after the Fleſb but after the Spirit ; 
We beſeech you, both- by the -Severatzes and 
Mercjes of Gad ; © Fhat ye piclent your Badics 
« a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable. unto 
«. him, which is your realouable Seryice. Seeing, 


© That all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what 


Rom. 12.1» 


2 Pet. 3- 
11,12. ip 


« manger of Perfgus ought we t0, be in all holy. 
« Converlation and Godlinels, looking for, and- 


« haſtning unto the coming of thedayotGor, 
& wherein the Heayens being an Fire ſhall be 


« diffolved, and-the Elements- ſhall melt wick. 


fervent Heat ? | 

« Neverthelels we, according. to his Pramale, 
«look for new Heavens, and a- new Earth; 
«wherein dwelleth. Righteouſneb. 66h 
*© Where- 
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«\Vherefore, Seeing ye look for ſuch things, 
« be diligent that ye may be found of bim, in 


* © Peace, without Sport, and Blamelcls. 


As ſure as Chriſt is riſen, theſe dry Bonos ſhall 
f live, as, well | as thoſe did which the Prophet 
Back. 37-ſpake of ina Political Senſe, meaning by them 
+ 11> 14 the Hoxſe of Iſrael, which God promiſed to Re- 


fore. 


It ſhould, therefore, be our Care, not to put 
this vile Body into far worle Condition, but 
ro conſult the good of it ; ſeeing the more 
Heavenly its Frame be made, the Felicity of the 
Soul in it will be the greater. 


Men of light and deſultory Humours affed 
them. Wiſe Menchuſe them allo, when they 


foreſee plainly they will turn to their exceedin 
Bencfit. And here they have a plain profpe 
of a moſt conſiderable advantage, of changin 
Corruption for Incorruption, and Mortality for 
Immortality, 


Alterations, without confidering the Events of 


It 
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If any are extreamly concern'd at Deformi- 
ries of the Body, as {o many marks'of Shame 
(tho' nothing which is-not'of our own doihg 
can bea uſt reproach tous ) why have they 
not the innocent Ambition of deſiring 'a'Cele- 
ſttal Body, which will be without wrinckle. gr 
blemiſh? And the way to proctire'ſo' decent'a 
Body, is to reQifte the diſtrations "of our 
( Reaſon. and the monſtrous choice of our an-' 

overnd Wills; and to ſubdue all diſhonour- 
able Paflions and Vices, and to keep our ſelyes 
unſporred trom the World. It divers are very 
Covetous of Lite in this Body, as burthenfome' 
as it is, and wiſh their Years were not {o'many 
as they are, and thatthey would ſtil be many 
more, even then when the Wheel is almoſt bro- 
ken at the Ciſtern, and the Blood can ſcarce 

F creep on 1n its Circle'3 why are they averſe to 
Chriſtian Piety, which will provide forthem an 


Immortal Body ? 


You will permit me, therefore, to -uſe the vy6.s. 14 
Exhortation of the great Apoſtle, Awake: thou 
that Sleepeſt, and riſe from the Dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give thee Life. Say not, as the Epicures 
mentioned in this Chapter, Let us Eat and Drink "e 3+ 


for 
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for to morrow we die : But rather let us be © 
Sber and Vigilant, that whenever we die the 
firſt Death, we may overcome the Second. 
Seeing Chriſt is riſen, and we ſhall riſe and be ? 
changed by his Power, lay not, upsn any diffi- 
culties abour Chriſtian Religion, Why fland we 
in Jeopardy every hour ? W. hk we die dab ? Why © 


done Fight with Beaſts, or Men as Savage as 

they 2 Why do we not rather conſule the eaſe 

of Fleſh and Blood ? but rather, ( as St. Paw 
ver. cs. in the Concluſton of this Diſcourſe ) Let us be ſted- 
, 1nmoveable, always abounding in the work of 


Cuodk forasmuch as we know that our Labour 
all not be in vain in 1be Lord. | 
Finally, Let us glorifie bimr with our Bodies, aud 1 
with our Souls, that he may glorife both. Then | 
may we, upon good and camfortable yr 
joyn with the | a Apoſtle in theſe words of 1 
Spiritual Trium 
'ver.55,96 O Death ! where is thy Sting ? O Grave ! aked 
” is thyVittory ? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
firength of Sin is the Law. Bus thanks be to God 
diaiaich ws the Vitdory throngb owr Loxd Tejas 
Chriſt, te whom, with the Fatber and. the Holy 
Gboſt, beGlory and Dominzon for ever. Amen. 
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